CIVYIL AERONAUTICS BOAETD

BUREAU OF SAFETY INVESTIGATICE
'PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF FACTS TEUS FAR 7
DEVELCPED COECERNIHG PACIFIC ALASKA AIR EIPEESS-
DC-3 WHICH WAS REPCRTED MISSING HOVEMBRR 4, 1948, BEIWSLd
TAKITAT, ALASKA, AND SBATTLE, WASEINGTOW

_ March 16, 1949

On Hovember 4, 1948, a Pacific Alaske Air-?xpress DC-3, HC-&G&S?? was
reported micsing between Yakutét, Alaska, an& Seattle, Washington. Tﬁe-airc?aft
haa not been located since that daté, aﬁd the fifteen passengers and two crew
- members are presuned lost.

At approximately 2226*. Novémbe}.S. 1948, the sivéraft deverted Anchorage
. for Seattle, Washington, via Homer, Yakutat, end Annette Islend, Aléska; With ﬁr:ul

crew consisting of A. R, Kinnear, pilet, and E. A, Wilson, cbpiiot. Thé flightr
arrived at Yakuatat, Alaska, =t 025%, November 4, 1948, after & routire flizht,

The sircraft was refueled st Ebkutat,‘ail tanks were filled to capeéity;'prpfdyf”’!

. irately at 0407, NC-G6637 took off from Yakutat with the came Crev, fifteen .
:passengers. 800 gallens of fuel, and 85 “ar as is kﬁown,'no"tarébg :i,pbéiﬁiﬁﬁ,
‘report was received from the fliett by Gustaves radioc ot OSiﬂ.rep?rtingﬂéﬁéf?i'
" the Capé Soencer intersection (146 miles southesst of Yékufat}'ahd ésﬁiméﬁiné;ifif?b

‘ Sitka (240 milee southeast of Yakuatat) at O544. This wes tie 1as-trcomm1;ﬁi’:t;,¢-,‘_1;im;‘1_1:;‘

received from the fliant. | o

Anproximetely one hour after thé'flight vas due over Sitka{ieﬁfémer%enﬁy "
warning was issued by C.A.A, co#manicatiOns to all;radiorstafipﬁs Eetweén-l-

Anchorage end Seattle. Also alerted was tie Civil Aeronautics Bos:dy the 10th

 Air éndrﬁea Fescue Souadron, and the Coast fGuard Air E%cilitj. At 0700 the

'i;Coast‘Guard'Air Facility disnatcﬁed a search élaﬁe to the ¢npé Spenqgr-iﬁtar;'

r" S¢etion area; however, tiere wa§_no-traée of the missing éircraf%. 'Shbééé@%ﬁfl{{ i}

from Hovember 4 to November. 53 an;éyteﬁsivé search of the Sitka and.gékéﬁat--

" “%£11 times referred ta herein are Alaske Standard Time based on the. Zi-hour clock. -




-2

area vwas made by the Const Guard ;nd the 10th Air and Sea Rescue Sousdron. 4.
: toi:al of 230 Iiours of flight timé was coﬁsumed in the organized search ;}f. j?I;}:ée'
_area: Since that time there have been sporadic searches by the 10th Air ah{_d
) Sea Rescue Squadron, the Coast Guard, and‘ aircraft flying the route het-w_eeﬁ '
Seattle and Anchorage. To date no evidence of the aircraft or of-rtne survawl'ﬁ
hgs been found. |

AT} er route radlo contacts with NC-66637 were reported as normal. On 3

Hovember 5, 1948, the west course of Yakutat renge was flight checked a.nd :E'm:iﬁ

to be normal. The following day the southeast course of' Gustavus ;'a,pge {f@t,hl#h
foras Cape Spencer intersection) was checked and it was found aligned ag puhlistﬁ]
The Sitka range was found within tolerance.

- At the time of departure from Yakutat the weather was reported to 'be
. ceiling 5000 feet, scattered, visibility 10 miles, wind from the east at 15 @lé
,Am;ette Island weath.er at 0?10. special, was high thin scadtered, 2500 acathem
_gng_l 15 miles visibility. An eftercast revealed that the cloud base along the
_route was 3500 feet with tops at 9000 feet. The temperature ranged;ﬁ-rem‘:ﬂsz%" i
at Yakutat to -18°C, at Annette Island and the relative humidity from 45 perc«ent
to 85 percent at the crulsing altitude of 10,000 feet. |

As Part of the investigation, a public hearing was held Februar:v 23. 19%9,_
at Ahchorage, Alaska. Since all of the evidence could not be obtained _a_i;- _,_'_thi_e
time of the hearing the investigation will be continued. Upon complgt_;qi}:—;iﬁéree

of ‘a final report will be issued dy the Civil Aeronauties Board.




